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saw on a gate leading to the front of a hotel, IN, and on the next
gate, our; and remarked, 'It says IN and OUT on these gates. I will
go in where it says OUT and out where it says IN.' "
"It is of three-year-old Isabelle I write. Lately she has taken
a delight in doing all the things she knows are naughty, such as
jumping on the bed (which she helps me to make), playing with
things she knows perfectly well she ought not to touch, such as
baby's teats, standing on a chair to reach them. She insists on
drinking her bath water. In fact her whole day is spent in this
way, which is very unhappy for all of us."
Over Five Tears
"No matter what you ask J. (aged five years, six months) to do
the first thing which comes to his lips is cNo3. Any treat you
propose, anything he especially likes offered him at table, pro-
duces an instant 'Don't want it'. We always suggest things to him
as if we knew he meant to accept and cheerfully, but the answer is
always in the negative. We have tried taking no notice of his
refusals, but he persists in refusing until we say, 'Oh! very well,
you don't want it'. Then he says he does and cries bitterly if the
cake or whatever was offered him is removed. If it is then handed
to him he will again say he doesn't want it and this may go on
several times, when finally it is removed for good. Sometimes
when he fears he is really losing it he will give in and accept it
sooner."
"V. has developed the most annoying habit of contradicting
everything. For instance, when the back door bell rang the
other day my mother said, 'There's the milkman!' V. said
'Tisn'f, and it was. I tell her to put on a certain coat or pair of
shoes and say 'because it's cold' or 'because it's going to rain',
and she says cit isn't cold', and so on. When we are out she'll
say, 'What's that?' pointing to something we are passing, and
when I explain she says, 'Don't be silly, it isn't'. She also con-
tradicts herself."
"Another difficulty with Peter (nearly seven) is that he really
does not seem to mind being punished. I have tried all kinds of
punishments, sending him to bed, depriving him of sweets, etc.
Whipping, I am sure, merely hardens him. He will listen with a
heart-rending expression of penitence to a cgood talking-to'
whether delivered with anger or merely in sorrowful exhortation,
and disappointment! But the moment it is over, his tears and